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MARCH 8, 2016 MILLAGE BALLOT QUESTION INFORMATION  

MICHIGAN STATE UNIVERSITY EXTENSION PROGRAM FUNDING PROPOSAL 

Overview 

On March 8, 2016 registered voters in Tuscola County will decide if Michigan State University Extension (MSU-E) 
programs will be funded with a 0.1 mill dedicated millage. Because county financial capabilities are limited and of 
concern, funding of MSU-E programs from the general fund were discontinued beginning in 2016. The public will 
decide whether to continue these programs or to move forward without MSU-E programs. The following 
information has been prepared to assist in explaining the March 8 ballot question. 

1. What programs does MSU-E provide in Tuscola County?   
MSU-E has been a partner delivering quality programs/services in Tuscola County for over 100 years.  
 
As one example, 4-H programs teach life and leadership skills to youth through clubs, volunteer training, 
workforce preparation and entrepreneurial training. There were 2,316 youth participants in 4-H in 2015. In 
Tuscola County 4-H is committed to helping young people to develop skills that will help them succeed. 
MSU-E utilizes partnerships with other community agencies to expand their reach for 4-H beyond 
traditional club programming.   
 
Agricultural services provided by MSU-E have been vital in helping Tuscola County to develop into one of 
the leading agricultural counties in the state. MSU-E agricultural services include farm research, production 
practices, nutrient management, farm business management, oil/gas/wind leasing and Farm Bill 
information.  

Other MSU-E programs include: food safety, disease prevention, food preservation, and nutrition practices. 
Homeowners receive services including yard/garden pest identification and management, soil testing and 
the Master Gardener program. The Citizen Planner program is available for residents who are interested in 
land use planning and zoning programs. 

2. Why was funding discontinued for MSU-E?  
With restricted financial resources, county officials have had to reprioritize the services that are provided 
from the general fund of Tuscola County. The overall local economy has weaknesses and the county has 
been experiencing declining population for many years limiting tax base and revenue growth.  
 
Other than wind turbines, the county tax base remains relatively flat and property tax revenue growth 
which is the largest single source of revenue is minimal. Although the receipt of wind turbine revenue is 
valuable, it is critical to note the amount of revenue received declines substantially on an annual basis.  In 
fact, in about 10 years the amount received is only about 30% of the amount received in the first year. This 
annual revenue decline requires financial adjustments.  
 
The county lacks funding needed to properly maintain county building and grounds. The county Jail is 50 
years old and the county Courthouse is 84 years old. The plumbing, electrical, heating/cooling units and 
energy efficiency of these facilities needs replacement. These essential infrastructure needs require 
significant financial resources. Funds have to be obtained to deal with these facility needs. This can be 
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accomplished by reducing expenditures or obtaining dedicated millage funds for services such as MSU-E. 
MSU-E is valuable but it is not a required county service according to State law.  
 
 

3. What will the millage pay for? 
If approved the 0.1 millage would fund 4-H youth development, agriculture and agribusiness, health and 
nutrition and other community education programs through MSU-E within Tuscola County. 
 

4. What happens if the millage fails?  
The County Board of Commissioners have explained county funding for MSU-E will be discontinued. 
 

5. How much funding will the millage raise? 
$173,000 per year 
The requested 0.1 millage would raise approximately $173,000 per year which is sufficient to operate MSU-
E programs at current levels over the next six years. 
 

6. How much will the millage cost the average home owner? 
$4.75 annually 
According to the U.S. Census, the average home value in Tuscola County is about $95,000 which has a 
taxable value of $47,500. Applying 0.1 mill to $47,500 taxable results in a cost of about $4.75 annually. 
 

7. For how many years will the millage be in place until it would have to be renewed? 
Six 
The millage would be in place for six years before renewal would be required. 
 

8. Can the millage be used for anything other than MSU-E programs? 
No 

This would be a dedicated millage which by law can only be used for the defined MSU-E and 4-H programs 

in Tuscola County. A special purpose fund has to be established to assure separate accounting and auditing 

of these funds. 

 

9. What is the specific ballot language that will be used? 
For the purpose of sustaining 4-H youth development, agriculture and agribusiness, health and nutrition 
and other community education programs through Michigan State University Extension services within 
Tuscola County, shall the County increase the limitation in the total amount of ad valorem taxes which may 
be imposed for all purposes upon real and personal property in the County, as provided in the Michigan 
Constitution of 1963, as amended, which would result in a new levy of 0.1 mills ($0.10 per $1,000) of taxable 
valuation, for a period of six (6) years, in the years 2016 to 2021, both inclusive? This levy is estimated to 
raise $173,094 in the first year. 

NOTE: Consistent with the provisions of MCL 169.257, (including newly-enacted sub-section (3) thereof, enforcement of which 
is currently prohibited by judicial order), the foregoing information is factual and strictly neutral in nature, and is merely to 
provide information concerning the direct impact of the ballot question mentioned above. This communication is not intended 
for distribution by means of radio, television, mass mailing, or prerecorded telephone message. 
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